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This masterplan envisages the site in south east London as 
a destination along the River Thames. As the Thames finds 
a new role in the economic and social life of the city, there is 
the potential for Convoys Wharf to establish itself as one of 
the key destinations along the river, the aspiration being a 
new cultural quarter centred on the Olympia Warehouse and 
the historic basin of ‘Kings Yard’. 

The unlocking of the riverside and the connection to 
Deptford High Street form the cornerstone of the design 
concept, directly linking the heart of the area to the riverside 
and creating a strong sense of identity as well as a central 
focus for cultural and social amenities. Convoys Wharf 
will become a new mixed-use neighbourhood balancing 
employment, culture, residential, educational, retail and 
leisure uses.

Employment is a key factor in creating a vibrant mixed 
community. River-based job opportunities which historically 
existed on the site have evaporated with the changes in river-
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based industrial processes. The reinvigoration of the Thames 
as a working river, new riverside recycling and manufacturing 
processes, the creation of a new cultural area, provision 
for small businesses and for retail, leisure and community 
facilities will generate a wide range of employment. A mixed 
residential population is envisaged – key workers, shared 
ownership, rented accommodation, small and large family 
units – all combining to produce a thriving well-balanced 
community.

Emphasis on the public realm is key to this masterplan 
which is designed to be highly accessible and ‘permeable’. 
The new public space at the heart of the masterplan will 
be the nucleus for all new routes. All public activities will 
benefit from this natural focus point, resulting in a strong link 
between the northern and southern parts of Deptford for the 
first time in over 50 years.
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