New terminal at Mohammed V
INnternational Airport

Casablanca, Morocco

A building of global importance, Casablanca’s
new air terminal design is inspired by the
Atlantic’s waves upon the land, embodying the
spirit and culture of this famous coastal city
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Casablanca Airport’s new terminal at Mohammed V
International Airport is a flagship project within Morocco’s
‘Airports 2030’ strategy. Designed to support Royal Air
Maroc’s expansion and reinforce Casablanca’s pivotal role
as an intercontinental transfer hub, the terminal will initially
accommodate 20 million passengers annually, with capacity
increasing to 45 million in subsequent phases.

The 'H’-shaped 600,000m2 terminal is served by 54 aircraft
standsinits 2033 configuration and forms the centrepiece
of a wider masterplan that includes a new runway, expanded
taxiways, supporting airport infrastructure, landside and
airside facilities, as well as a new control tower.

Conceived to meet international hub standards, the design
prioritises efficient connection times and seamless baggage
transfers. Served by its own station, the terminal will be
directly connected to the Kenitra-Marrakech high-speed rail
line (LGV), providing fast, fluid rail links to key cities across
Morocco.

Location
Casablanca, Morocco

Date
2024 -

Client
Office National des
Aéroports (ONDA)

Co-Architect
ALA Concept

Cost
12 billion dirhams

Engineering (concept
phase)
EGIS

Organised across just three levels, the terminal is designed
to deliver an exceptional passenger experience. The
architecture maintains a strong sense of human scale, with
arich variety of spaces and passenger amenities sheltered
beneath a fluid, undulating roof.

The boldly contemporary design draws on distinctly
Moroccan traditions, reinforcing a unique sense of place and
identity. Arriving and transferring passengers pass through
large, landscaped oases, symbolic thresholds marking one’s
arrival in Morocco.

Designed as a modular system; in keeping with RSHP’s
approach to rapid, component-based construction, the
roof’s sweeping undulations evoke the waves of the Atlantic,
reflecting Casablanca’s identity as a coastal city open to

the world. Beneath, an ochre-toned soffit articulated by a
hexagonal motif and punctuated with rooflights references
the bejmat and terracotta zellige of Moroccan architecture,
the craftsmanship of the country’s southern provinces.
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