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This innovative method of construction 
presents a new way of creating affordable, 
aspirational housing for those wanting to 
take their next step towards independent 
living. Having the right team in place to 
manage the project was vital to its success.
Dave Ball, Chief Executive of YMCA Thames Gateway Group 

Park View - YMCA Romford
London, UK



Park View – Romford YMCA comprises 39 modular residential 
units, allowing the YMCA to provide high-quality, affordable 
housing for single people who are moving on from the main 
hostel - also located on-site - and becoming independent. 

The YMCA anticipates tenants will require an average 
of three to five years to transition to full independence 
and will be issuing assured short hold tenancies, which 
are 100% affordable. By providing these flats on-site, 
the tenants can continue to access YMCA services and 
support from the hostel. 

As a joint venture between RSHP and AECOM, with over 15 
years of research and development, the design uses a fabric 
first approach to minimize energy consumption and reduce 
maintenance needs during the building’s life.

Location
London, UK

Date
2018 - 21 -

Client
YMCA Thames Gateway

Construction cost
£3.7m

Site Area
1443m²

Height
11.45m /37.56ft

Storeys
3

Structural engineer 
AECOM

Ninety-five percent of the modules are manufactured off-site 
with a quality assured factory production. They are fabricated 
from a hybrid of sustainable materials enabling them to exceed 
current regulations in fire, acoustics, and thermal insulation. 
Mechanical and natural ventilation provides efficient year-
round comfort and annual heating bills are 90% less than a 
traditional build. 

Park View achieved a 72% regulated carbon emission 
reduction under the Greater London Authority method for 
assessing major developments within Greater London. This 
equates to a 37% improvement on the London Plan on-site 
target and significantly minimised the carbon offsetting 
obligations to London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. It 
surpassed the current (Part L1A 2013) Building Regulations 
standards by 63% for regulated carbon emissions and 37% in 
fabric energy efficiency.
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