
In this landmark proposal on Hanover Square, 
RSHP have designed an exciting project which 
will deliver a uniquely integrated hotel and 
residential concept in the heart of Mayfair. 
Tarun Tyagi, 
CEO of Clivedale

22 Hanover Square
London, UK



Inspired by existing Georgian terraces on Hanover Square, 
RSHP have designed a grand townscape structure to hold a 
contemporary mixed-use development, providing residential 
and hotel accommodation in the heart of London’s Mayfair 
Conservation Area. 

After extensive consultation with the City Council’s planning 
and design officers, Historic England, the Greater London 
Authority, local stakeholders and interest groups, the existing 
building at 22 Hanover Square has been demolished, and 
the new scheme provides up to 80 residential units for The 
Residences at Mandarin Oriental Mayfair; 50-room hotel, a 
new public restaurant and glazed courtyard, bar and lounge, 
gym, and spa with pool for the Mandarin Oriental hotel. 

The building takes the form of two pavilions, housing both 
hotel and residential accommodation and linked by a 
recessive stair and lift core that serves all levels and defines 
the two volumes of the building.  Grand terraces are created 
at roof level to provide communal and private outdoor spaces 
overlooking Hanover Square. 

Behind a structural colonnade, the hotel and residential 
entrances take the form of a covered public entryway which 
provides access to a glazed double-height lower-level 
covered courtyard. On the lower two levels – six metres 
below ground - a pool, and restaurants and bars, are visible 
through glazed floors, giving a sense of drama and activity 
underfoot.
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The facade is composed of a Vierendeel structural frame 
which expresses column and beam elements infilled with 
brick panels and glazed window openings.  Vierendeel 
structures are traditionally horizontal and generally used 
in bridges, or long span industrial trusses, but RSHP have 
designed a vertically oriented Vierendeel structure to 
uniquely support a contemporary architectural expression 
of wide internal spans and a grand townscape facade. The 
structure embodies the client’s desire for flexible floorplates, 
but it is also a townscape response to the facade scale and 
rhythm of the historic urban grain and the neighbouring 
Georgian buildings. 

The scheme acknowledges the expected significant 
increase in footfall due to the new Bond Street Crossrail 
station; the renewal of Hanover Square and associated public 
realm improvements and has made provision for high-quality 
paving and public art and created a drop-off area for hotel 
guests and residents. This wider strategy for the area will 
greatly enhance pedestrian experience as well as vehicular 
movement.
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