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International Quarter London
London, UK

International Quarter London will 
be London’s newest and most 
progressive business district, 
delivering...a lasting legacy for  
East London’s economy.
Ian Crockford, Project Director,  
International Quarter London at Lendlease



International Quarter London, (IQL),is a joint venture between 
Lendlease and London Continental Railways to create a 
thriving business quarter at the heart of London’s newest 
metropolitan area, Stratford City, E20. As well as new homes 
and community facilities, IQL provides approximately 
4,000,000 ft² of work space along with retail and a hotel, 
creating 25,000 jobs. 

The commercial space is spread across two sites, North and 
South, and designed around the core values of promoting 
health and wellbeing in the workplace. RSHP has created a 
masterplan for both sites, including a design framework that 
enables buildings of different sizes and configurations to be 
created using the same basic components. This ‘kit-of-parts’ 
approach provides overall design coherence whilst allowing 
scope for the development of individual building identities as 
well as flexibility to adapt to specific tenant requirements. 

All commercial buildings offer activity and variety at lower 
levels to create a vibrant public realm, whilst higher levels 
read as a composition of large elements when seen from 
distance. Natural daylight, views, connectivity and open 
spaces are all key considerations in the masterplan, which 
also includes 32,000 ft² of shops and restaurants as well as 
350 new homes together with community facilities. 

In addition to the masterplan, RSHP is also responsible for 
the design of individual office buildings on site. Building 
S5, which forms the new home of the Financial Conduct 
Authority, provides 515,000 ft² net internal office space over 
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20 storeys of flexible, open plan floorplates. Each floor plate is 
between 20,000 and 30,000 ft², wrapped around a perimeter 
atrium and split into three-storey high ‘villages’. This 
arrangement maximises horizontal and vertical connectivity 
and creates a vibrant hub at the heart of the building. 

Building S6, for Transport for London (TfL) is the smaller of 
the two buildings, rising to 11 storeys and provides 265,000 
ft² net internal office spaces, designed using the same 
principle of large open floor plates and a central atrium. The 
two buildings form the enclosure of a significant new public 
space, International Square, which accommodates retail and 
ancillary at ground level to enliven the public realm. Building 
S9 is jointly occupied by charity, Cancer Research UK and the 
British Council in London.
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