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The AstraZeneca New Cambridge Site 2013 was a 
competition to design a new global research and 
development facility on the Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
(CBC) which would establish the CBC as a leading centre for 
biomedical research and development with institutions and 
companies from the education, health care, science, and 
research sectors.

The brief called for two 25,000m2 labs and one 16,000m2 
office building, reflecting AstraZeneca’s ambition to be a 
key point of exchange and collaboration in the CBC and 
building on its existing collaborations with members of the 
Cambridge Life Science community, including the University 
of Cambridge, the Medical Research Council and Cancer 
Research UK. 

RSHP proposed a design comprising three elements that 
would respond to the existing and proposed context: a 
structured external space which would bind the campus 
sites and establish a boulevard connection to Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital; an office building - acting as the focal point and 
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terminating the primary axis; and three modular, flexible 
laboratory spaces which would have their own communal 
space, but would also share a communal working / shared 
campus amenity. 

Open public galleria would connect key campus academic 
centres, enabling the buildings and the layout of the site to 
have a porous relationship to the surrounding Cambridge 
institutions and Cambridge as a whole. 
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